Recent Books
Families in Ancient Israel
Leo G. Perdue, Joseph
Blenkinsopp, John J. Collins, Carol
Meyers
Westminster John Knox Press,
1997; 285 pp., $20.95
What do we know of the Israelite
and early Jewish family and family
life? And how do these insights help
us in present-day families? Four wellknown scholars provide a clear portrait of the family in ancient Israel
and early Judaism from 1200 B.C.E.
to the beginning of the common era. They give insight in its
major features and purposes and determine the role of the household and of the family solidarity in the social and economic context of this culture. This volume also points out the connection
between the social reality of the family household and Israelite
and Jewish understandings of God, Israel, the world, and ethics.
Herein lies the basic reason why the depth of discernment presented in these essays is profitable for the health and well-being of
today’s believing family. One of the authors even argues that “the
Israelite and Jewish household may serve as a paradigm, suggesting how faith and the moral life may be integrated into and then
actualized within the experiences and practices of contemporary
Christian and Jewish families in North American society.”

The Family Handbook
Herbert Anderson et al., editors
Westminster John Knox Press,
1998; 345 pp., $25.95
This encyclopedic volume brings
clarity and focus to a multitude of family issues. Its main goals are “(1) to
help churches and synagogues prepare
individuals for marriages and strengthened family living, and (2) to help all
families to meet better the challenges
they face and to live life more faithfully.” An especially helpful feature is that different themes and
family ministries are approached from a Jewish, Protestant, Catholic, or secular perspective. Thereby the possibility is given to learn
not only from leaders in your own tradition but also to examine
what representatives of other traditions propose. The handbook
consists of four parts and concludes with a very welcome directory of resources for families.
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In Part 1 contemporary perspectives are provided on such
themes as marriage, family, divorce and remarriage, reproductive
technology, and work and tasks of family members. This part outlines the present condition and the future prospects of families in
these areas. The practical information in Part 2 helps rabbis, ministers, laypersons, and professionals from other disciplines to enlarge the vision of ministries to families that churches and synagogues can provide—for example, ministries to those preparing
to marry, to married couples, to children and youth as family members, to single parents, to stepfamilies, to families with homosexual
sons and daughters, to the elderly, and to the abused. Part 3 present
a collection of short essays on key biblical texts which have a bearing on life in families. Part 4 offers historical essays which presents the family in various historical periods from ancient Israel to
the twentieth century. The articles focus especially on the contributions of these periods to our understanding of family.

The Family
Jack O. Balswick & Judith K.
Balswick
Baker Book House, 2nd ed. 1999;
386 pp., $17.99
The Balswicks explain the purpose of The Family right at the beginning: “to present an integrated
view of contemporary family life
which is based upon social-science
research, clinical insights, and biblical truths.” They deal with the theological and social perspectives on
family life, with marriage (mate selection and establishment of a
strong marriage), parenting (child development, parent/adolescent relationships, the family in later life), sexuality (changing
gender roles and authentic sexuality), communication (expressing
love and anger), the social dynamics of family life (power, stress,
divorce, single parenthood, and remarriage), and the family life in
modern society. Throughout the book, the reader will find concepts and numerous ideas for creating or maintaining a strong,
functional family (as well as some amusing cartoons). The wealth
of insights from family sociology based on the biblical concept of
family makes this book well suitable for family studies in the
church, in the synagogue, and in the academic environment.

